
 

March 23, 2020 

 

The Honorable Scott Moe 

Premier of Saskatchewan 

Government of Saskatchewan 

226 Legislative Building 

Regina, SK S4S 0B3 

 

Dear Premier Moe,   

We are very appreciative of the steps you and your government have taken during the COVID-19 crises. Your leadership is 

instrumental in being effective in combating this crisis and we thank you for taking difficult and what some may perceive as harsh 

decisions. We are on the right path but more needs to be done. 

If we look ahead at what other countries and provinces are doing, the next efforts to contain this crisis would be to only allow 

essential services to take place. As of today, Ontario and Québec have made this very decision. 

We know from other provinces and states in the US, that essential services relate to things essential to health and safety, such 
as: 

• Items essential for the household, including pets, like getting medical supplies, visiting a clinic or hospital, or obtaining 
supplies to work from home. 

• obtaining needed services or supplies, like buying groceries. 

• engaging in outdoor activities like walking, hiking or running, while keeping six feet away from others. 

• to conduct work defined as essential business, defined as: 

• Caring for a family member or pet in another household. 

• Continue working for a healthcare operation, like a hospital, clinic, dentist’s office, pharmacy, pharmaceutical 
and biotech company, a healthcare facility, healthcare supplier, home healthcare service, mental health 
provider, veterinary office or other related services. 

• Continued work on construction projects needed to provide essential infrastructure such as building 
housing, airport operations, and work on water, sewer, gas, electrical, oil refining, roads and 
highways, public transportation, solid waste collection, internet, and telecom systems. 

• Continue working as first responders, emergency management personnel, emergency dispatchers, court 
personnel, and law enforcement. Anyone needed to ensure the continuing operation of government agencies 
and provide for the health, safety and welfare of the public is exempt. 

 

We know that the Province of Saskatchewan may not be far away from making the move to allowing essential services only. We 

are hereby requesting that your government consider construction services as an essential service.  

We acknowledge that the safety of workers and citizens in our communities is of course, of utmost importance. We understand 

that construction sites may not be able to operate at peak efficiency during this time – as sites may have to move to independent 

work and/or rotations. However, we strongly believe that there can be people working safely on construction projects. These 



projects will not only assist in our economic recovery, but they should also be seen as essential in order to ensure the safety of 

infrastructure in our province– i.e. from treatment plants, to hospitals, water, sewer, roads and homes. 

In the midst of unprecedented layoffs, construction is the bright spot which can keep people working and have an important 
trickle effect in the provincial economy. 
 
We, along with other stakeholders, can be of assistance in: 

• Ensuring the proper safety policies and processes are available to businesses. 

• Ensuring the proper supply chain is open and ready to supply construction projects 

• Ensuring the municipalities and servicing crowns are still functioning to push through the required check points such as 
hookups, permits, inspections and land titles. 

 
We have already been successful in pushing the City of Saskatoon’s Building Standards priority classification as a non-essential 
service to a core service and have seen some phenomenal solutions in servicing construction businesses safely and from a 
distance. They have assured us that no permits will be cancelled due to this crisis and they keep operating – albeit differently – 
to keep businesses working and hiring people.  The City of Regina has… 

 
Now more than ever, our homes are our safety net. The infrastructure that supports homes and our communities cannot be 

forgotten. 

We remain at your disposal to support your strong leadership as you navigate these unprecedented waters, and we are proud to 

have you as our Premier. 

Sincerely, 

                                   

Chris Guérette                                      Stu Niebergall 

CEO                                                          CEO  

SRHBA                                                     RRHBA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


